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Thank you for joining us today to celebrate the 
accomplishments of four outstanding graduates of 
Delaware City Schools.  To date we have inducted 
seventeen graduates into our Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Honor.  Each has made significant 
contributions in his or her field of study and the 
communities in which they live, and we are pleased 
to include this year’s honorees as part of this 
exceptional group.
 
Today we will all be inspired by those who have 
gone on from our school district to do great things.  
My hope is that some of the students joining us 
here today will be similarly motivated to achieve 
in their respective fields of interest and will one 
day join this illustrious group.  Please join me in 
thanking our inductees for making us so proud 
and for pointing our graduates toward excellence!

Paul A. Craft
Superintendent of Schools



Ceremony Agenda

 Welcome  Brad Faust, Principal
    Rutherford B. Hayes High School

 
 Entertainment  Hayes Music Department 

 Remarks  Paul A. Craft     
    Superintendent of Schools

 
 Presentation of Awards 
      David G. Fivecoat ~ Gary Fivecoat
      Chris Geesman ~ Bill Bossert
      Janet B. Hurst ~ Dr. Joe Grady   
      Walter D. “Tom” Thomson ~ Roger Huston          
 

 Closing Remarks Brad Faust



Lt. Col. David G. Fivecoat
Class of 1989

The highly decorated Lt. Col. David Fivecoat has received four Bronze 
Star medals and the Army Commendation Medal with V for Valor for 
his actions outside Hilla, Iraq. The Eagle Scout is a 1993 graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. In 1994, he graduated from 
the U.S. Army Ranger School.

At the U.S. Military Academy, Lt. Col. Fivecoat earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in history, and in 2004 he received a Masters of      
Military Art & Science degree from the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth. He is currently a student 
at the National War College in Washington, D.C.

Serving in various leadership positions and assignments, his military 
service has included airborne, air assault, armor, and mechanized 
infantry units in the U.S., Europe, Middle East and the Republic of 
Korea. Most recently, he commanded the 3rd Battalion, 187 Infantry 
Regiment, leading it through tough counterinsurgency operations in 
Afghanistan.

Lt. Col. Fivecoat has been featured in USA Today, the New York 
Times, and the Washington Post, and has appeared in stories on      
Fox News and CNN. He was the lead writer and editor of “Tactics in 
Counterinsurgency,” the Army’s counterinsurgency manual for small 
units.



Chris Geesman

Class of 1957

Football Coach Chris Geesman was a Willis High School and Hanover 
College athletic standout. But his numerous accomplishments on vari-
ous athletic fields was only the beginning of this young man’s success 
– on and off the field.

After earning his Bachelors degree at Hanover, Geesman received a 
Masters degree from Indiana University in 1962.

In 1973, Geesman was hired as an English teacher and head foot-
ball coach for Penn H.S. A former player credits Geesman with not 
only turning the football program around, but greatly improving the 
culture of the entire high school.  In his 30 years as Penn’s head coach, 
the school won 5 Indiana State Championships, 148 straight confer-
ence wins, a state-record 89-game regular season winning streak, and 
23 conference championships.

Geesman founded a youth football program in 1975, providing a 
youth football camp for 350 kids for two weeks every year. In 1982, 
he founded “Feed the Poor” in the Mishawaka School District area, 
which provides Thanksgiving meals to more than 100 families in need.

Twice named the National H.S. Coach of the Year, Geesman’s coach-
ing legacy is further evidenced through 339 career victories; 15 of 
his coaching assistants or players later became head coaches at the 
high school level; 5 went on to coach at the college level; and 37 are        
currently teaching in high schools. 



    
Janet B. Hurst

Class of 1975

NASA engineer Janet Hurst is currently leading research on diverse 
technologies to create more fuel efficient airplanes and reduce their 
noise and air pollution. Her technical expertise in nanotechnology 
has been instrumental in creating new materials to meet the power, 
propulsion and energy challenges for NASA and the world.

Hurst graduated from The Ohio State University in 1980 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Ceramic Engineering. While at OSU, 
she received the Edward Orton Ceramic Foundation Scholarship; 
served as an officer in the Society for Women Engineers and for the 
Ceramic Engineering Honorary Organization, Keramos. Upon earn-
ing her Master of Science in Ceramic Engineering from OSU in 1983, 
Hurst went to work at NASA’s Glenn Research Center in Cleveland.

Throughout her nearly three decades as a NASA researcher, Hurst has 
authored more than 80 papers, presenting several at the international 
level. She holds several patents.

Hurst’s nanotechnology research has led to the discovery of new 
materials and methods that address structural reinforcements, thermal 
management, and power management. Additionally, her work is being 
tested in radiation shielding, sensors and nanotransistors for low-
power consumption. 



Walter D. “Tom” Thomson

Class of 1956

Delaware businessman, community leader, and Little Brown Jug     
advocate, Tom Thomson has mastered the delicate balance of moving 
his community forward while honoring its rich tradition.

From 1961 until 2002, Thomson served as general manager and 
publisher of “The Delaware Gazette.” During his tenure, the newspa-
per was voted by the Ohio Newspaper Association as the #1 paper in 
the under 15,000 circulation category – 10 times.  Thomson provided 
an encouraging environment for writers, editors and photographers, 
helping the professionals earn numerous awards.

On the racetrack, it was Thomson who led numerous efforts toward 
the improvement of harness racing and the track. He led the charge 
to eliminate the infield rail from the track, one of the first tracks in 
North America to do so. With his leadership and support, the beautiful 
log cabin was erected – representing the pride of Delaware County’s 
agricultural roots and showcasing legendary racing heroes of the Little 
Brown Jug and The Jugette.

He has served the community in a variety of leadership and committee 
positions, including the Delaware Jaycees, the Downtown Delaware 
Improvement Committee, Little Brown Jug Society, Harness Racing 
Grand Circuit, and the Delaware County Agricultural Society, to 
name just a few.

 



Special Thanks

Delaware City Schools would like to thank the 
following for contributing to today’s program ~

Honorees and Guests
Hayes High School Music Program

Hayes High School National Honor Society
Airforce Jr. ROTC Program

Cubberly Studios

Distinguished Alumni Hall of Honor Committee ~
Brent Carson

Scott Cubberly
Brad Faust
Jen Ruhe

Julie Weller

Delaware City Schools Board of Education ~
Ted Backus, President 

Frances O’Flaherty, Vice President
Harry Pape
Deb Rafeld
Matt Weller

Cassandra Castle - Student Representative


