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Welcome to the inaugural induction of six outstanding   
individuals into the Delaware City Schools Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Honor.  Several years ago we began        
discussing ways to help our students realize the amazing 
futures which could be theirs.  Honoring the achievements 
of those who have come before them seemed a fitting way 
to provide that inspiration.  Little did I know the signifi-
cance of the accomplishments of so many of our nominees.  

I know you will agree with me that the members of this 
first class are indeed awe-inspiring and proof positive that 
Delaware City’s graduates lead the way in many endeav-
ors.  Please join me in thanking them for pointing the way 
to excellence for all of our graduates!

Dr. Mary Anne Ashworth
Superintendent of Schools



Ceremony Agenda

 Welcome   Jim Peterson, Principal
     Rutherford B. Hayes High School

 Entertainment  

 Remarks   Dr. Mary Anne Ashworth
     Superintendent of Schools

 
 Presentation of Awards 
  
      William Hastings Eells Brent Carson
       Esther Jo King  Kathy Kemp
       F. Sherwood Rowland David Carpenter
       John “Mick” Seidl  Bill Bossert
       Henry Clay Thomson II Dr. Richard Gordin
       James Tull   Casey Clark

 Closing Remarks  Jim Peterson 

Guests are invited to a celebratory luncheon immediately 
following the ceremony.



William Hastings Eells
Class of 1942

Mr. Eells retired after 28 years as an executive from the Ford Motor 
Company.  He was appointed by Henry Ford II as Ford’s first regional 
manager of governmental affairs.  Mr. Eells had a passion for helping 
youth and raising awareness for the arts.  He was appointed by Presi-
dent Ford to the National Council of the Arts (known today as the 
National Endowment for the Arts).  He also served the Council under 
President Carter and President Reagan.  He was one of the founders of 
the Hi-Y Model Legislature in Ohio and wrote its first manual.  He au-
thored Your Ohio Government which was used extensively in colleges, 
public schools, business and civic organizations. Mr. Eells served five 
terms as Chairman of the Board for Blue Cross of Northeast Ohio and 
helped establish the first Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) in 
the nation. 

Mr. Eells worked directly with Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis to reno-
vate several theaters on 42nd street in New York, and he played a key 
role in refurbishing the Ohio Theater, Lillian Gish Theater in Bowl-
ing Green, the Palace and Great Southern Theaters in Columbus.  He 
served on numerous arts boards including the Ohio Arts Council, 
Cleveland Symphony, Columbus Museum of Art, Cleveland Ballet, 
Ballet Met of Columbus and many others.

Mr. Eells graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University and earned his 
master’s degree at The Ohio State University.  He served on the Board 
of Trustees for Ohio Wesleyan University, Franklin University and 
Mount Union College.  



Esther Jo King
Class of 1977

Ms. King was an outstanding role model for her fellow classmates and 
colleagues.  Despite battling diabetes, she contributed both academi-
cally and socially to our community and world.  Ms. King studied 
physics and calculus at Hayes High School and graduated from Rice 
University in 1981.  After serving a year as a teaching assistant at the 
University of Wisconsin, she continued her physics research in Ham-
burg, Germany.  Ms. King then took a position with CERN Laborato-
ries, an international consortium of 21 universities, in Geneva, Switzer-
land.

Ms. King was part of a research team that discovered a new high-     
energy particle.  Several of the scientists with whom she worked have 
since received national and international acclaim including Nobel 
Prize honors.  Her contributions to science and her community were 
enormous although her life was far too short.



    
F. Sherwood Rowland 

Class of 1943

Often referred to as a “man who helped save the world,” Dr. Rowland 
is a professor of Chemistry at the University of California, Irvine.  His 
research in atmospheric chemistry led to the discovery that chloro-
fluorocarbons (CFC’s) which were commonly used in aerosol cans 
and refrigerants were depleting the Earth’s ozone layer in the upper 
atmosphere.  That research led to the Montreal Protocol which banned 
the production of CFC’s worldwide, enabling the restoration of the 
Earth’s ozone layer.  Dr. Rowland was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry in 1995, Tyler Prize in Ecology, Japan Prize in Environ-
ment and Energy, American Chemical Society Peter Debye Award, 
and Roger Revelle Medal.  The Chemistry building at the University of 
California, Irvine is named is his honor.  

Dr. Rowland graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University and received 
master and doctorate degrees at the University of Chicago.  He played 
semiprofessional baseball while earning his graduate degrees. He 
was a professor at Princeton University and the University of Kansas 
before he was offered his dream job to help found the University of 
California, Irvine.  Dr. Rowland has served as foreign secretary of the 
National Academy of Sciences and he continues to travel the world 
consulting with experts in many fields to identify and solve problems.

  



John Michael “Mick” Seidl 
Class of 1957

Mr. Seidl is Chairman of the Board of Envirofuels LLC, a private 
entity in the energy industry headquartered in Houston, Texas.  He 
has held that position since  February 2006 and earlier was the Vice 
Chairman of its Advisory Board.  Mr. Seidl has been in the energy 
business in various positions since 1977.  He has held leadership posi-
tions with the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, CellNet Data 
Services, MAXXAM, Inc. and Kaiser Aluminum Corporation just to 
name a few.

Seidl graduated from the United States Military Academy at West 
Point in 1961 with a B.S. degree.  He earned master and doctorate 
degrees in political economy and government from Harvard Univer-
sity.  Seidl spent 10 years in the United States Air Force, the last three 
as an assistant professor in the Department of Social Sciences at the 
United States Military Academy.  Seidl served as deputy assistant 
secretary for program systems in the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare.  He moved to the Interior Department in 1973 and served 
as deputy assistant secretary.  He was a member of the faculty of the 
Graduate School of Business at Stanford University prior to his career 
in the private sector.

Mr. Seidl is active with a number of non-profit organizations in-
cluding the Nature Conservancy, Houston Grand Opera, Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Menlo Circus Club, Maroon Creek Club, Aspen 
Mountain Club and World Presidents Organization.



Henry Clay “Hank”  Thomson II 
Class of 1926

A native of Delaware, Mr. Thomson was a man who loved his com-
munity.  He worked tirelessly through the newspaper, The Little 
Brown Jug and the Delaware County Fair Board to promote Dela-
ware.  Mr. Thomson’s career at the Gazette started when he became a 
carrier at just 11 years old.  He continued to work for the family-owned 
paper eventually assuming the duties of publisher, a position he main-
tained until 1977.  

Mr. Thomson was instrumental in moving the county fair grounds 
from Powell to Delaware and developing the half-mile race track, set-
ting the stage for the first Jug in 1946.  He was co-founder of the Little 
Brown Jug  and also one of the founders of the pacing Triple Crown: 
The Cain Pace, The Messenger and The Little Brown Jug.  Mr. Thom-
son served as president of both the Delaware County Fair and Brown 
Jug Society.

Mr. Thomson’s many accolades include induction into the Harness 
Hall of Fame, Ohio Hall of Fame, Horseman Award by Horseman 
& Fair World magazine, first inductee into the Brown Jug Wall of 
Fame, Meritorious Service Award from the Ohio Horseman’s Associa-
tion and Special Citizens Award through the Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce.   The accolades could go on, however Hank Thomson is 
simply a man who loved his community and spent his days  promot-
ing Delaware and Delaware County.



James Tull 
Class of 1980

Mr. Tull is an International Conflict Management Specialist providing 
process assistance and training in the areas of negotiation, commu-
nication, consensus building, mediation, and dispute resolution. Mr. 
Tull has consulted and trained in over 40 countries around the globe, 
helping nonprofits, governments, and corporations to deepen their 
understanding and heighten their effectiveness in the face of conflict. 
Some of his clients include the governments of Bolivia, Venezuela and 
Colombia; World Health Organization, UNICEF, United Nations, 
The GAP, Major League Baseball, General Mills, IBM, and many 
others.  Mr. Tull’s extensive teaching experience includes the Program 
on Negotiation at Harvard Law School, Harvard Medical School, 
Harvard School of Education and Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government.

Mr. Tull spent eight years working with Roger Fisher, co-author of 
the groundbreaking negotiation book Getting to Yes, as part of the 
Conflict Management Group (CMG). Prior to joining CMG, Mr. Tull 
spent several years working as an International Partner for Habitat 
for Humanity in Central and South America. His interest in negotia-
tion theory was made very personal in Nicaragua when he was held 
hostage by Recompa guerrillas and negotiated his own release, as well 
as that of his colleagues. Mr. Tull received his master’s degree from the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and 
his bachelor’s degree, with honors, from Kenyon College.



On behalf of the Delaware City Schools Board of Education, I want to 
congratulate today’s inductees.  We are honored to have such distin-
guished alumni to serve as positive role models for current and future 
students.  Today’s inductees are six outstanding individuals who have 
made significant contributions in their fields of study and the com-
munities and world we live in.   Their achievements will undoubtedly 
inspire future graduates to set and achieve high goals and continue the 
tradition of excellence!

It is a real pleasure to welcome our distinguished alumni and their 
families back to Delaware City Schools.  We hope you will enjoy your 
day with us.

Delaware City Schools
Board of Education

Frances O’Flaherty, President
Kermit Payne, Vice President

Marianne Gabel
Deborah Rafeld

Jim Wright

Frances O’Flaherty, President
Board of Education

Delaware City Schools



Special Thanks
Delaware City Schools would like to thank the following 

people for their contributions to today’s program.

Cubberly Studios
Honorees and Guests

Hayes High School Music Program
Hayes High School National Honor Society

Hayes High School Staff and Students

Distinguished Alumni Hall of Honor Committee
  Brent Carson  Scott Cubberly
  Julie Weller  Kurt Kostyu
  Jim Peterson  Karen Whitney
  Jen Ruhe  Bridget Fahey
  Tina Johnson
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